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a regular official who might in his time despatch several
kings.
" Professor Evans-Pritchard's informants stated that the
ruler would be killed by a relative (and by no other) who was
ambitious to occupy his high office, but that this could not
happen until the deed had been sanctioned by a family
council, since the killing was no individual murder but rather
a joint execution ; consequently only those kings who proved
unsatisfactory to the Fung relatives were killed. The actual
spearing appears to have been carried out by a brother of
the king by the same father but having a different mother,
though the mother's brother's son and the father's brother's
son were also mentioned as fulfilling this function. When
several brothers united to kill the king it was regarded
proper that the eldest of them should succeed him. The
slayer might try and spear the king at night, or might lie
in wait for him with a party in the bush, but he would seldom
find him alone, as the king always went about with an
armed bodyguard of slaves. He would regularly change
his sleeping hut, not only nightly, but several times during
the night, sleeping only a little while in each hut and always
surrounded by armed guards. It was the present head of
the Fung line who told Professor Evans-Pritchard how
little his ancestors dared to sleep at night; ' he slept and
woke, slept and woke, slept and woke/ he said, while another
man added how restless the king was at night, ' always on
the move, coming and going.'
" When it had been decided that the king should die, he
was wakened in the night by his guard and told that there
was a party of armed men outside. He and his bodyguard
fought to the death, and all with him were slain by his
relatives and their retainers. His wives were not slain but
were inherited by a brother, though not by his slayer. Age
and sickness were not regarded as reasons for killing the
ruler as amongst the Shilluk and Dinka, nor was he specially
protected from the dangers of war but took part in the
fighting.1' i
Among the Mbum, a tribe inhabiting the district of
Ngaundere in the French Cameroons, the chief is known as
1 C. G. and B. Z. Seligman, op. cit. p. 427.